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TAM THU CHU NHIEM

Kinh Bach Chu Ton Tinh Puc Tang Gia
Ciing Quy Phdt tir dong hirong xa gan kinh mén,

ho on Tam Béo, chua Huong Sen da

dugc thanh 1ap ké tir ngay 08 thang 05
nam 2013 tai ving ban sa mac thudc thanh phd
Perris, tiéu bang California, dén nay di dugc 05
nam, lac dau chi rong 3.85 acres, bao boc phia
trudc va sau chi 1a nhitng day nai 16n nhé cao
thap & chung quanh. Phia trudc va sau chia c6 hai
tugng B6 T4t Quan Thé Am 16 thién dudi bong ciy
duong liéu. Noi bat nhat 1a tugng Dirc Phat Thich
Ca 10 thién (nang 900 ky, cao 1.2 mét) noi phia
truéc chia bang da trang, tinh toa gitta vuon ciy
canh thién nhién dung di ciia ving nong trai Perris
nhiéu nang ndéng quanh nam.

Pén nay, nho thién duyén, dién tich cua
chua dd may man néi rong duge 1én téi 10 mau,
tr¢ thanh mot chu vi vo cung dic dia nhu cé stic
ho tri thiéng heng thiic ddy phai tién toi cho mot
ké hoach phat trién ngdi chua ngay cang thém
rong 16n va qui md hon trén 16 trinh hoang phap
loi sanh.

Vi vay, vao ngay 09 thang 09 nam 2018 vura
qua, chia Huong Sen d3 mao mudi t6 chirc mot
budi gay qily voi su khuyen khich va sy ung ho
nhiét tinh cua rat nhiéu Qui Chu: Tén Thién Purc
Tang, Ni va qui Phat Tt xa gan, gitp cho budi gay
qily vuot qua dong sé nguoi tham dy, dem lai két
qua tuy chua hoan méin vé phan tai chanh, nhung
du noéi 1én tinh than hd trg hoang héa dao phap mot
cach cao qui va can thiét (kinh moi theo ddi phan
tuong trinh tai chanh Danh Sach Cung Duong
trong muc 12, cudi ban tin sinh hoat nay).

Con duong van dong giy qily van con phai
duoc tiép tuc dé kéu goi sy tich cuc dong gop tinh
tai, cang duong Tam Bao hodc cho chua vay ng
v6i phén 161 thap hodc phat tim hun phudc dé dap
g cac nhu cau doi hoi cip thiét nhu viée Xay
Dung Ngoi Chanh Dién, kién tao twong Dugc Su,
xay Pai Quan Am, v.v...
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Ni sw Gi¢i Hwong

Trong cuong vi Tru tri va trdch nhiém
Ttruong Ban Van Dong Xay Dung Phat Trién
chua Huong Sen, ching con udc mong sém nhan
dugc su tiép tay tich cyuc cta tat ca QGi Chu Ton
Tinh Btic Tang Gia cung quy Phat Tir dong huong
& khip moi noi dé cho tdm nguyén xay dung va
phat trién chiia Huong Sen som dugc thanh tyu
vién man.

Mot ciy lam chang nén non

Ba cay chum lai nén hon nui cao.

Néu c6 su tiép tay cua Qui Chu Tén Pic
Tang Ni va céac gidi Phat Tu, ching con tin tuong
tam nguyén xay dung cong trinh cho cong dong
Phat Gido nay s€ sém dugc thanh tyu. Moi lién lac
xin truc tiép theo dia chi néu trén.

Trude thém nim méi - Mua Xuan Ky Hm
2019, chung con thanh tdm chap tay nguyén ciu
Mudi Phuong Chu Phat gia ho trén Chu Ton Thién
Ptic Tang Ni cung tt ca quy Phat tir dong huong
than tam thuong lac, an khang thinh vuong va
thang duyén thanh tyu.

L& Phat lam phuéc dau xuén, bén mua
hung thinh
Tung Kinh phat hué ngay tét, tron ndm an lanh.

Nam Mo Long Hoa Gido Chu Puong Lai Ha
Sanh Tu Thi Di Lac Ton Phat tac dai chirng minh.

Xuan Huong Sen, Perris, Ngay 01/01/2019




NAM HOI

hing ta dang séng trong chu ky tuan

hoan cua vii tru, nén quy dao bén mua
(xuan ha thu déng) hay 12 con giap (Stru, Dén,
Mio, Thin, Ti, Ngo, Mui, Than, Dau, Tuat va Hoi)
ludn xoay chuyén. Nam 2019 13 xuan Ky hoi, nim
con heo, xin dugc noi chuyén vé heo.

Heo 1a mdét loai vat ¢6 hinh dang tron tria
miim mim, béo tot in in va hién tir, khac véi loai
tha dit khac nhu ran, su ti, beo... hai nguoi, hai
vat. Theo tu dién online, tén khoa hoc cua heo 1a
sus, thudc ho lon (suidae), tiéng Anh 1a pig. Heo
con duoc goi 1a lon, in, hoi, tru, thi va nhiéu tén
riéng (danh tur riéng dat cho ching, nhu lao Tru,
heo Mong Cai, heo Tay Ninh, heo Moi, heo Tu
Lai, 6ng Hoi, heo Nam Mong, heo Ba Gio, heo
M¢ép, chu Lon Snowball, c6 heo Squealer, vv...).

Trong chudi 12 con giap, ba con vat cubi
cung (ga, cho, va heo) c6 mbi lién hé gin vai con
nguoi hon céc con vat nhu chudt, trau, cop, v.v.
Heo la mot con vat ma chi noi dén tén chung ta
cling c6 thé cam thiy gan giii; mot con vat ma hinh
anh cta no6 da di vao tho ca, hdi hoa dan gian va la
biéu twong vin héa. Trong tiéng Viét hing ngay,
heo ciing thuong duge nhic dén, nao 13 "map nhu
heo", "ngu nhu heo", "ludi nhu heo", "an nhu heo",

"ngu nhu heo", "sudng nhu heo", va "do nhu heo",
vv... Noi chung 13 cac tir ngdm so sanh dé dién ta
mot ai do khong lam gi ca, khoi phai dong nao,
chang hé cing thang (stress), ma van "phay phay",
tbt tudng, huong thy, nhan nha. Nhung ding trén
phuong dién sinh hoc ma ndi, that ra heo khong c6
t6i da; trai lai, heo rat théng minh, d& day, ngoan
hién va than thién,

Heo 14 con vat c6 mot mbi lién hé 1au doi
nhit véi con nguoi, khong chi nguoi A chau ma

Ni sw Gi¢i Hwong

con ca Au chau. Déi voi ngudi Vit Nam va Trung
Qudc, heo gan giii dén d6 dugc nhan cach hoa qua
nhan vat hu cdu nira nguoi nira heo Tru Béat Gidi
trong truyén noi tiéng “Tay Du Ky”. Dbi véi cac
dan toc song tai cac dao ngoai luc dia DPong Nam
A, ngoai “chic ning” cung cap thuc pham, heo
con 1a biéu twong cla sy giau co.

Theo vin héa Viét Nam hay Chau A, heo 13
biéu trung cua tién bac, su phén thinh, sung tac, tai
16¢, nén nhiéu ngh¢ nhan da dac tugng heo vang,
lich anh heo treo tu(‘)’ng, heo 6ng tiét kiém lam
giau, tranh dan glan dé thé hién su chic tung nim
m&i nhiéu may man, con chau dong vui, sanh sbi
nay nd, phuc 16¢ doi dao phong phu. Heo ciing con
13 biéu twong clia vat té 18 ciing bai nhu sinh 18 hon
nhéan, dam gid, qua cudi cho co dau, ta 1& sau khi
thanh cong ¢ thuong trudong budn ban, sanh con,
cting té than linh, 1 khai truong, v.v.
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O cic ban dao Thai Binh Duong, loai heo
khong long Kapia thucmg duoc dung 1am con vét dé
té than, vi ngu:(n ta tin rang heo ¢6 linh hon, s& linh
thiéng. O Au chau thoi ¢d dai, heo 1a con vat dugc
nit thin Demeter (than sinh san trong thuyét Hy
Lap C6 Dai) ua thich. Bdi 18, heo 1a biéu twong cho
su sinh san con cai sung tuc, nén phu nit hay mua
heo ma dong vang dé trong nha hay phong riéng dé
cau man con. Ngudi thd dan da do & My ciing xem
heo 14 biéu tuong ctia su thinh virong va may man.
O Duc, tham dy vao budi tiéc cé thit heo vao dém
Noel co y nghia ngin ngira qui than va dem lai thinh
vuong, tién tai cho nim mai. O My, heo duoc 1am
biéu tuong cua doi thé thao, nhu dai hoc Arkansas
dat tén cho doi thé thao 13 Sus Scrofa (Con Lon
Loi) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_pig)
hay Doi Lon Hoang, d6i bong nhi gém 12 thanh
vién thiéu nién bi ket trong hang Tham Luang & tinh
Chiang Rai, mién Bic Thai Lan sudt 18 ngay, da ndi
tiéng trén khap thé gioi.

Vi tré con Viét nam, con heo dit con 1a
nguoi ban than thiét. Thud nho bé ti, cac bé nhoc
da dugc ba me 6ng ba day céch tiét kiém bfmg
cach bo vai dong, vai cic cent vao chii heo con
nho nho, mau vang, mau bac hay mau dat dé cing
chua, gitip ngudi nghéo, lam tir thién... Tich tiéu
thanh dai! Bai hoc “heo 6ng” nho nay sé& gitp tré
con hay ngay ca ngudi 16n biét xai tiét kiém, san sé
bé thi, cing dudng lam phudc.

Heo 1a con vat thudoc 12 con giap, rat than
thién va gan giii v6i con ngudi. N6 suéng nhat vi
chi an va ngi1, khoi phai lo ling diéu gi. Vi heo von
1a nhan nha, sdng vo tu, khong lo nghi, tron tria tri
pht, miim mim phén thyc, phic 16¢, nén nim heo
s& mang nhiéu niém vui, van may, tu tai 1oc, loi
nhudn sung tic thoai mai ca tinh than va vat chat
dén v6i moi nguoi.

12 con giap xoay van. Nam méi Tét dén.
Lai mot cha Heo ngap nghé truéce thém. Chiic moi
ngudi mot cude sdng "sung suéng, nhan nha nhu
Heo", "vo tu, khong lo nghi nhu Lon" va "thoai
mai tung ngay nhu Hoi".

Chic moi nha mdt ndm mai da an, du mac,
thtra tinh yéu thuong va giau long quang dai.

Mung Xuan Ky Hoi 2019!
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UOC VONG & Y NGHIA
NGOIPAI TU HUONG SEN
GIUA MUA XUAN SA MAC

TKN Lién Hiéu

an da bao gio mo udc s€ c6 mot noi

ma ban c6 thé tim dén sau mot ngay
dai 1am viéc, hoc hanh cing thang dé thu gian
va tan hudong moi truong an binh va diy thién
vi cta n6. Thua ngay rang: Chua Huong Sen
chinh 1a dia diém nhu vay s€ danh cho ban.
Chua nam trén mot khu dat rong 10 hecta &
vung ban sa mac Perris, Riverside, California,
v6i nhiéu doi nii chap chung yén a bao quanh
ngoi chua, tao nén mot phong canh thanh thoat
nhu thé.

Ngoi chua nghéo nay da c¢6 tir nim nam
nay, toa lac & mdt noi thon qué hoang so va
dan cu thua thét trong khung canh thanh binh
va thién vi. DU chua c6 diéu kién xay dung,
nhung di c6 vai tugng ctia Pirc Phat dé mang
mau sic dai tir bi dén voi tit ca moi nguoi.
Nhu da n6i, chua ¢ vung xa x0i, lai it nguoi
lui t&i va chua c6 du diéu kién va tién nghi
can thiét, cho nén rat can sy gitp d& cia cong
ddng ciing nhu qui Phat tir khip noi phat tim
dong gop dé cung nhau thuc hién mot ngdi
Chua Phat gido trang nghiém dich thuc. Cling
1a dé tao thém diéu kién thuén loi dé chua co
thé phat trién vé moi mat, trong do, nhat dinh
s& phai mé ra cic chuong trinh huéng dan,
giang day, va tu hoc cho cong dong vai tat ca
nhiing gi ma Pic Phat da day cho nhan loai
trén cugc hanh trinh hoa binh va giai thoat cho
con ngudi trong cudc séng. Pé cho nhitng nhu
ciu nay co thé thuc hién duge, Chua Huong
Sen dang rat can mot ngdi chanh dién ding
nghia dé chiém bai, thd phuong, ciu nguyén
va luu truyén nhirng 10i giang day cia Dirc
Phat; thém vao do, chua cling can phai c6 mot



Trung Tam Thién dinh dé gitp cho cac Phat
tr va tat cd moi nguoi khac co the tim dén toa
huong va tu thién.

Mit khac, chia Huong Sen ciing cin c6
khach duong cho Chu ton dirc Tang Ni va Phat
tar moi khi dén c6 chd nghi ngoi sau nhirng gio
tu hoc hay hanh dao mét moi, va ciing c6 thé
c6 du tién nghi t6i thiéu cho moi ngudi mudn
0 lai qua dém dé tham dy céc dip 1 via va hoc
Phép. Trudce mat, chia dang rat can sy hd trg
clia tit cd qui Phat tir phat tAm ctng duong
dong goép hodc cho chua vay muon tinh tai dé
hoan tit viéc dac mot ngdi Tugng Phat Duoc
Su 16n cing v6i cac bue tugng Phat Bo tat lién
quan khac, chic chin s& giup mang lai phudc
lanh cho cong dong va nhitng ngudi khac dén
tham viéng hoic cu tra trong chua. Tuong lai
ctia chua Huong Sen 1a dé truyén ba long tir bi
va mang hanh phuc an lac dén cho tat ca moi
nguoi trén toan thé giéi néi chung va cho tat
ca cong ddng cac phat tir dong huong & tiéu
bang Cali néi riéng. Dé c6 thé thanh tyu dugc
nhitng cong trinh nay cho nén udéc mong su
dong gop va hé tro can thiét ¢é sém thanh tyu
Phat sy m§y man.

Hinh anh cua ngo6i dai tu tung 1am Huong
Sen thanh tyu vién man khang trang dep d€ sé
ndi bat dudi bau troi Mua Xuan sa mac Perris
California trong mét tuong lai tran day hy vong.

Chan thanh tri an va cau nguyén Phat T6
gia hd cho tat ca phat tu bd dé tam kién cb, moi
sO cau dugce nhu ¥ nguyén va nhiét thanh tiép
tay dong gop gieo duyén Tam bao.

Nam M6 Coéng Puc Lam Bd Tat Ma
Ha Tat.

moteHi “ctun’”
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XUAN TAM

Ni sw Gi¢i Huwong

CHUA ngan nam diung mai
HUONG toa cdi ba ngan

SEN bup tung cham bon
CHUC nhau nguyén Phat thanh
MUNG dao phap giai thoat
XUAN vé tdm né khai.

Cung nhau hanh B0 tat

Gieo hat giéng tir tim

Mai vang khoe sic thim

Ba hdi tréng chudng ngan

Giao Thira Di Lic dén

Don mung Phat Xuan Tam.
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HUN PHUGC BUC TUGNG PHAT DUGC SU
BANG BA CAO 10 MET

Cung kinh ngudng bai bach chu Toén Thién
buc chung minh,

Kinh thua quy Phat tir va ddng huong xa gan,

buc Phat Dugc Su da phat muoi hai dai
nguyén ciru do cac binh kho than tim ctia hét thay
chiing sinh. Ching sanh nghe danh ngai, danh 1&
ngai lién co thé tidu trir dugc nhiéu binh tat.

Nguyén tht bay: Nguyén con sau nay, khi
duoc tué¢ giac vo thuong, nhiing ké bi moi thu
binh kh6 hanh ha ma khong ai ctu gitp, khong
noi nuong tua, khong ¢ y si, khong co dugc lidu,
khong c6 than thudc, khong c6 nha ctra, nghéo nan
lam khd, thi danh hiéu cta con, mot khi di qua
thinh giac ctia ho, 13 binh khé tan bién, than tim an
lac, nha cira, than thudc va d6 dung day du tat ca,
cho dén thyuc hién duoc tué giac vo thuong.

Nguyén thr sdu: Nguyén con sau nay, khi
dugc tué gidc vo thuong, nhimg ké than hinh thap
kém, gidc quan khong du, x4u xi, u mé, my, diéc,
cAm ngong, tay quip, chan queo, lung gu, phung
lac, dién cudng, di thir binh khé, nhung nghe danh
hiéu con rdi, tit ca déu dep d&, thong minh giac
quan hoan bi, hét moi bénh khd.

Chua Huong Sen rong 10 acres toa lac noi
ving ban sa mac niang noéng ciia mién Nam Cali.
Tin vao sy linh cdm cua dirc Phat Dugc Su Luu Ly
voi long tur bi vo han, s€ cam tng ctru giap loi lac
cho nhiéu chiing sanh, nén chuia va quy Phat tir tha
thiét mudn c6 mot tén tuwong 1 thién cta ngai dé
chiém bai phung tho va phuc vu tin ngudng tam
linh cho cong ddng Phat gido tai Hoa Ky.

Dy tinh kinh phi cho cong trinh dac tugng
khoang trén $100,000.00 (mot tram ngan) chua
tinh giay phép, chuyén chd va cong ty My rap rép.



Xay Chua, cung tugng Phat 1a nhiing viéc
cong duc, phudc bado cho minh va gia dinh trong
nhiéu doi, nhiéu kiép vo cung thiéng liéng quy
bau, tao phuong ti¢n thi¢én duyén cho t&r ching
trong nhiéu thé hé tu hoc hudng vé tim linh, 1am
lanh tranh ac, khong gay nhan binh tat, xay dung
mot xa hoi lanh manh an lac hanh phuc.

Moi su phat tdim ciung tuong Phat Dugc Su
dong gbp xin ghi: Huong Sen Buddhist Temple va
chua sé& viét phiéu cong duic (receipt) theo dia chi
clia quy vi dé thi chu co thé khai mién thué voi
s6 ID cta Chua: 37-1605292. Pay 1a mot trong
nhitng phudc thién dé lai cho minh va céc con
chéau sau nay:

“An cling hét, mac cling mon
Vao chua cong dtrc, ciia con mai sau.”

Trudce khi dit 101, xin thay mat cho tir chung
tai bon tu Huong Sen mdt long thanh kinh tri an va
nguyén dem cong dirc ctia quy Phat tr hdi huéng
dang Ién muo1 phuong chu Phat va Buc Phat Duoc
Su dong chimg minh va gia ho cho tat ca quy vi
cing gia quyén, oan khién chuéng nan dugc tiéu
tan, tat binh tiéu trir, sitc khoe an khang, bd dé
tam kién cd, than tm thuong lac véi vo lugng cat
tuong, vo luong cong duc.

Nam Mo DPong Phuong Gido Chu Man
Nguyét Ttr Dung, Tinh Lwu Ly Thé Gidi, Tiéu Tai
Dién Tho Dugc Su Luu Ly Quang Vuong Phat.

Chua Huong Sen, Perris, Ngay 01 thang 01
nam 2019

Nay kinh,
Tru tri: Thich Nir Gi¢i Huwong

NEITNG DOA E0A CONG QUA
TAN CEUA EUTONG SEN

Nguyén Ha

ang Cali (California) vao nhiing thang

hé khong con 1a nhimg ngay nang 4m
nén tho nhu cac thi nhan lau nay thuong vi von
qua tho nhac. Ngay lai ngay qua di, nang Cali tré
thanh mot strc nong khong hé dé thuwong chut nao.
Ké tir ngay Su phu Giéi Huong khong biét da lam
cach nao ma khién cho ba chu khu dat trong phia
sau chiia vn 1a mot con chién Thién Chua gbc My
tréng, tu nhién tim dén hoa duyén dua ra mot dé
nghi mudn ban nhitng mau dat tréng cho chiia mo
rong. Ni su tru tri ming 13m nhung ciing rat chan
thanh n6i cho ba biét rang chua rat mubén nhung
khong c6 tién dé mua khu dét tréng. Vay ma sau
cung, khu dét trdng boé hoang bao nim, nay bong
tr¢ thanh so hitu ciia chiia Huong Sen khién cho
dién tich tir hon 3 mau khiém tdn, nay trd thanh
rong téi 10 mau dat thénh thang va dem rap chung
lai tré nén mot miéng dét chir nhat vuong vuc vira
rong vura dep dén tuyét voi.

C6 dat rong, dep roi chang 18 chi dé... tu
vui? Hoéa nén, Ni Su try tri, nguoi von c6 mot trai
tim nang dong dén chay bong va luc nao cling mic
dinh bao tim nguyén v6 cing cho viéc hodng phap
1én hang dau. V&i mot tinh than ddy nhét huyét, Ni
su l1ap tc tri€u tap maot iy ban van dong xay dung,
dau tién chi 1a 1am sao cb gang hoan thién dugc
mot ngdi chanh dién dé cé noi tho tu twom tat
cho ba tanh. Thé rdi, dung mot cai, toan thé “quan
than” than thudc chiia Huong Sen, nhan dugc 1énh
nhat t&: T6 Chirc Mot Tiéc Chay Gay Qily. Su viée
nay, ai cling hiéu 1a khéng qua don gian, boi 18 s&
c¢6 rat nhiéu khau phai ddi mat, tir viéc pho bién,
tim dia diém, chuan bi thuc don cho mot bia tiéc
chay sao cho that trang nghiém vi c6 nhiéu qui
Chu Ton Thién Ptrc Tang Ni, quan khach va Phat
tor tham du. Vay ma, chi von ven trong hon thang
troi, bita tiéc chay giy qiii di dién ra suéng sé va
thanh cong vién man véi con s6 quan khach tham
du vuot qua s6 luong nha hang cho phép, cho du
phan tinh tai thu hoach chua dugc nhu uéc mudn,
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nhung phan khoi vo ciing trude tinh than tng ho
nhié¢t thanh cua tat ca cac gidi.

Moi chi ¢c6 dugc mdt chut tinh tai con qua
khiém nhuong nhu thé, nhung chi vai ngdy sau do,
qui ni trong chuia, qui Phat ttr va uy ban van dong xay
dung da chimg kién ké hoach phat trién chuia Huong
Sen duoc khoi dong mét cach “hon nhién” véi tat ca
tAm long chung xay mot cong trinh dé doi cho Phat
Gido tai Cali n6i rieng va Hoa ky noi chung.

M&i ngay, cac Ni su trong chua dong long
phat tdm chung tay cung lao dong cét luc cung voi
dich than Ni Su try tri dudi cai nong dang s¢ cua
chang nhitng 1a thang h¢ Cali nhu trén di n6i ma
con 1a noi ving ban sa mac, quanh ndm hing chiu
nh1eu thoi tiét nang gi6 khic nghiét. That 1a mot
tdim guong khic phuc kho luong, khu dat trong
quanh chia trude ddy nhap nhd chap chl‘mg doi
nui, bay €10 mdi chi hon vai thang ma da thay tro
nén g10ng nhuy mot vudn thién twong ddi khang
trang day htra hen cho mét ngoi tung lam dai tu
uy nghi ¢6 kinh theo diing nhung gi ma Ni su try
tri, chu Ni va tit ca Phat tir hing trong mong ap
0. Roi gach, da, xi mang, vat liéu duogc cac tiém
Home Depote dia phuong cung ung (cho mua
trude tra sau trong sau thang) dugc tuan tu ché vé
chit trong khuon vién chuia. Nhimg mé hinh mai
cong gia lam an hién giita vuon cdy xanh danh cho
ngoi chua Huong Sen tuong lai da dugc dich than
Ni su try tri két hop voi Kién Trac Su Phat phac
hoa. Cau nguyén chu Phat, B6 Tat va Long thién
ho phép gia h du &n thiéng liéng nay dugc thuc
hién tai cong dong nay nhu tim nguyén cua Ni sur
va tat ca da mong udc.

Nhirng thanh qiia ndy, ngudi viét du doan s&
dugc thuc hién tot dep khong chong thi chay, nho
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vao on lén Tam Béo phu trg d9 tri cho viéc Phat
nay va ciing nhd vao tinh than hy sinh phung su
dao, thuong dao, an uéng chay tinh kham khd an
an, thuong ving xa ving siu it chiia ma dén hoang
phap tao tu, sy tinh tin hanh tri tung niém (mdi
ngdy 3, 4 thoi kinh) va hoa hop phan dau tich cuc
chung tay xay dung ngdi nha Phat chung ctia Ni
su tru tri, cia qui Ni chung dé tr, cia Qui Phat
Tt va dong huong xa gan. Nhung trén tat ca, dau
tién chiing ta phai ngudng phuc va tan than Ni su
try tri va cac su cd dé tir 1a nhirng than ni gidi lidu
yéu dao to nhung tinh thin manh m& nhu nam nhi
da manh dan khai son tao ty ¢ ving xa x01 ban sa
mac hiu quanh nay. That 1 tdm long hy sinh cao
do cung véi tinh than phung su bat vu lgi cao qui,
hiém c6 giita thé gian.

Lo gi trong twong lai & mién ban sa mac
hoang vu cta thanh phd hoang so Perris, tiéu
bang California s& c6 mot ngdi chua tuyét tac
dung nhu tdm nguyén cvua tit ca nhitng ngudi
con Phat hing mong udc dé lam noi tho phuong
Péng Thé Ton va truyén ba con dudng hanh phic
cua ngai cho nhin gian. Lich st Phat Gido Viét
My déc biét s€ ghi lai cac cong duc hy sinh tuyét
voi cia Nhitng Doéa Hoa Cong Qua Tao Ty tu
ngoi chiia Huong Sen cho dén tat ca cac gii Phat
Tir xa gan.

Nguyén dem cong dirc ndy hudng vé khip
tat ca,

Phat tr va chung sanh déu tron thanh
Phat Dao.




~ vy
Cizee Aie ¢et
B6t con gian, bot trach nguoi
Chao Nam Méi, doi vui tuoi nhu Tét.
Thém tiéng cudi, thém tir 4i
DPon Tét vé, sdng tré mai nhu Xuan.

(Su Ba Hai Triéu Am)

1. Loi Noi va Hanh Bong khong tuong tng

Sau khi nhan 161 té tinh cia mét ¢6 ban gai,
chang trai tron biét tdm, chi d€ lai mot email viét
vOi rang:

-Em noéi rang em yéu hoa 1a va thién nhién,
nhung khi vao vuon thién cua chua, em hai hoa
choi mdt cach khong thuong tiéc.

- Em néi rang em yéu dong vat, gitt giGi
khong sat sanh, nhung dén nha, anh thay em an co
ga vit va xoi ca thit cho.

- va bay gio em ndi rang em yéu anh va tét
nay chung ta dinh hon...?

2. Cach Séng Theo Pao

- Bach théy, tinh tin séng theo Pao Phit la
thé nao?

- Khi d6i hay an, khi mét hay ngu.

- P6 1a nhitng diéu ma moi ngudi thudng
lam ma?

-Khéng, khong ! Hau hét moi ngudi déu
khong lam nhu vay. Khi an, moi nguoi day nhiing
suy tu, ao wdc va khi ngu lai day nhiing lo toan.

3.Gid ma

Doi tinh nhan di xem hoi chg xuan. Théy cai
gi, cO gai cling thich mua, nhat 1a cho quay hang
thot trang, nhung chang trai cr mai ngam nguoi
qua lai, khong hdéi mua cai gi. Co gai bén kéo tay
chang, noi:

- Gia ma em tr& thanh nam gidi thi t6t qua!

- Pé 1am gi vy em?

- Bé mdi khi di cho tét, em s& mua dim bd
vay dep lam qua tang cho nguoi yéu, chac 1a co ay
s€ thich lam!

(Stt)

Ctocie 19200y Poeczre
Koy Zbor D79/

Bét con gian, bot trach nguoi

Chao Nam Méi, doi vui tuoi nhu Tét.

Thém tiéng cudi, thém tir i

Pon Tét vé, song tré mai nhu Xuan.

(Su Ba Hai Triéu Am)

Thanh tdm danh 1& kinh chic Chu Tén
Thién Btic Tang N1 mot nam méi phap thé khinh
an va van hanh cta tir bi hi x4 dugc vién tron,

kinh chtc toan thé quy dong huong Phat Tir gan
xa mdt mua xuan:

Tan Nién Lai Bdo Pa Phu Qui,
Xuan Dén An Khuwong Van Tho Tuong.

Nam M6 Long Hoa Gido Chu, Puong Lai
Ha Sanh, Di Lac Toén Phat tac dai chirng minh.
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CHUONG TRINH TET NGUYEN PAN NAM
KY HOI & RAM THUQNG NGUYEN - 2019

CUNG GIAO THUA
(Thir Hai ngay 04/02/2019, 12 gi dém, nham 30/12 AL)
* Tung kinh Di Lac, toa thién, cau nguyén, chiic tét va phat 1oc dau nam
MONG MOT TET (Thtr Ba ngay 5/2/2019 nham 1/1/Nim Ky Hoi)
* Tung kinh Di Lac & Duogc Su
« Phap thoai ddu nim
« Chuc tét va phat 16¢
« Moi quy dong huong phat tir ding com chay than mat

KHAI KINH DUQC SU CAU AN PAU NAM (2 tuén)
Tir Mong Mot Tét (ngay 5/2/2019) lac 10gid mdi ngay cho dén thir Bay
(ngay 16/2/2019)

MOQT NGAY TU HQC

(Tht Bay, ngay 16/2/2019 tirc ngay 12 thang giéng, ndm Ky Hot1)

Mot Ngay Tinh Tu tir 8g sang dén 8g téi (c6 chuong trinh riéng, xin dién
thoai dang ky dé chua sap x&p noi nghi dém lai cling nhu dua rudc)

RAM THUQNG NGUYEN

(Chu Nhat, ngay 17 thang 02 ndm 2019, nham ngay 13 thang giéng Al)
9 gi0 sang: Quy Y Tam Béo (xin gdi danh sach dang ky trudce)
10g: sang Phap thoai ddu xuan
11g: Lé chinh thirc Tung kinh
Dang S& Cau An Giai Han diu ndm
(xin quy Phat tir goi danh sach vé chua trudc ngay 18)
Moi quy dong huong phat tir ding com chay than mat
3g: chiéu Pai Mong Son - Thi Thuc cho 12 loai ¢6 hon vao dip Pau Nam
4g: Hoan man

Xuan Huong Sen, Perris, ngay 01/01/2018

Tran Trong Kinh Moi
Tru Tri Thich Nir Gi¢i Hwong
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Tuoi HEO ¢6 PHUOC?

& mdi do Xuan vé Tét dén, co 1§ diéu

dau tién ai cling mudn biét, d6 1a "Nam
moi s€ 1a con (giap) gi?" Cac ba, cac cd nao du
dinh c6 em bé thi thuong "canh me" tinh toan sao
cho bé trai s€ chao doi vao cac nam "Nham", con
bé gai thi vao nhitng nam "Quy". B&i 6ng ba minh
c¢6 cau "Nam Nham Nir Quy", nghia 13 néu sinh
vao nhitng ndm nay thi cudc doi cia cac bé trai,
gai sé& rat thuan loi hanh thong. Néu 14 trai, ba me
thudng mudn con trai minh sinh vao nim Nham
Thin, boi Nham 1a tét, con Thin 1a Rong, biéu
tuong cua quyén uy va diing manh.

Trong 12 con giap thi gia dinh t6i chiém hon
mot nira rdi. Ma sao thiy con nao ciing cuc. Ba
t61, tudi Quy Déu, 1am ca mét, nén ngay ndo ciing
phai thire day tir to mo sang. M4 t6i - Giap Tuit,
ca doi ba phai tinh toan chét chiu lim méi nudi nbi
5 chi em toi. Ba chi ca - Nham Dan nén cao sb.
Lay chong tré nén nay tudi cling cao rdi ma van
con phai 1an dan nudi con nho. Co em ké t6i - Mau
Than, tuy kha gia vé tién bac, nhung cu luc duc
ca ngay véi chong. Cau em trai at - Nham Ty, t6t
nghiép k¥ su nhung khong kiém duogc viée 1am 6n
dinh, ctr phai nhay hét hang nay dén xuong no.

Nhung néu hoi con gidp nao cuc nhét thi
chinh la t6i day. Binh Ngo, chao doi 8 gio sang, do
1a gid ngya ta phai roi chudng di kéo xe. Boi vay
ca doi t6i chang luc nao duoc nhan nhi. Luc nhod
thi cim dau cim cui hoc. Ra truong t6i lao vao 1am
2,3 job. Tién thi c6, ma cuc van hoan cuc.

A ma quén, c6 mot con giap luc nao ciing
suong. La co em gai toi - Tan Hoi. Ca ngay con
heo ¢6 1am gi d4u, ctr n udng rdi un a tn in di ra
di vo. Tudi heo, nén cd em sudng thi¢t. Tur nho
dén 16n, Hoi ctr vo tu dn, hoc va tung tang voi

Vién Bao Chiéu

ban be. Hoi hoc khong gidi, nén khi trudng thanh
khong c6 mot nghé gi chic chan hau c6 thé tu
nuoi than, nhu cac chi em khac. Trong nha Ma
t6i lo cho Hoi nhét, vi cac daa con khac déu tdt
nghiép dai hoc, hay c6 mot nghé chuyén mon,
kha di co thé tu sinh sdng.

Hoi ciing di lam, nhung luong ba coc ba
ddng chang bao nhiéu. M4 toi vi thuong con gai
ut nén "Thoi ct & chung v6i M4, M4 nudi". Ranh
roi nén Hoi bat dau di chua, 1am cong qua. Ma no
nhiét tinh 1dm. Chua nao, 18 nao, Phat dan, Vu lan,
n6 ciing déu c6 mat. Phu bép, niu an, rira chén,
viéc gi n6 cling lam. Mdi dip Tét 1a Hoi déu xung
phong dén cac chua, chudn bi cac trai quit treo 1én
nhanh mai ¢ chanh dién. Ca nha bao nhau "Tubi
Heo thiét 1a ¢c6 Phudc!".

C6 may lan Hoi ra chi em t6i di nghe phap,
hinh nhu c6 6ng su nao do sang giang. Cau Ty
nhiu may "Ai ranh nhu chi ma di?". Hoi héi tiép
"Vay c6 ai mudn cing dudng hén, em cung phan
em, san em dwa dum ludn cho". Ba chi Dan tron
mat " May c6 tién cing a? Luong may nudi than
con chua xong, tién dau may cung?". Hoi cudi
cuoi "Thi co it cing it".

Ban tinsd 1




Mot thoi gian sau hinh nhu Hoi con tham
gia nhom phat tir gi d6, ctr chiéu tbi 1a thiy no di
tung kinh, ni¢m Phéat. Giai doan nay Hoi dang lam
cashier trong mot ctra hang, ma cting chi lam part
time, t0i toi va cudi tuln thi lai di dén dao trang.
Nhé6 c¢6 mot 1an ai d6 hap hoi, thé 1a Hoi goi xin
"call sick" miy ngay, sang trua chiéu toi c6 mit &
bénh vién dé ho niém. Ca nha biét chuyén xtum lai
la. M4 t6i riy "Vao bénh vién tiép xtc véi ngudi
sap chét rat d& 1ay lan vi tring ma mac bénh". Ba
chi Dan 16n tiéng "Sao ma "qudn" dir vy, 4n com
nha ma di vac nga voi". C6 Than gop v " Hay Hoi
di hoc mot nghé nao di. Mai nay M4 chét, thi 1am
sao ty song?" Toi thi lic dau. Con Hoi thi cir ngdi
im thin thit.

Thoi gian d6, c6 em Than luc duc véi chong
di 1m, cii nhau sudt ngay, doi dam don ly di. Hoi
thu tha thu thi véi chi Than, khuyén chi "vo chong
mot cau nhin chin cau lanh", thoi chi b6t can nhan,
b6t gay khau nghiép dé gia dinh ém 4m".

C6 mot khoang thoi gian, ba chi Dan va
chong déu that nghiép, nén cudc séng vo chong
chi ngay cang kho khan. Vi vay, chi cang tinh toan
tung li tung ti trong viéc tiéu xai. Mot hom Hoi
"ra" chi Dan gitp tién cho nguoi nghéo ¢ Viét
nam. Chi cu ngay "Tién dau ma giup?". Thé 1a Hoi
giang 'moral": "Cang khong c6 tién méi cang phai
giup, chi cho ra di, du chut it, cling s€ giup chi
chuyén Nghiép".

RO6i mot ngay dep troi, Hoi vé nha béo tin
"sg 1y chong". Moi nguoi ngac nhién. Ma né noi
that. Hoi dan vé ra mat gia dinh mot anh chang dé
thuong, gwong mat hién tir, c6 nghé nghiép vimng
chic dang hoang. Hoa ra 2 dira quen nhau & chua,
trong mot khoa tu gi 6. Di nhién 1a ca nha ai ndy
déu dong y. Con mimng nita 1a khac. Hong mimng
sao dugc, bdi nhe ganh qué chung, tu dung & dau
c6 mot anh chang xuét hién lo cho con Hoi.

Ngay dam cudi, ba con c6 bac ai cling gat
gu "Tudi Heo thiét 1a c6 Phudc!". Lay chong vé,

12

Ban tinsd 1

Hoi tuyén bd s& khong c6 con, dé danh thoi gio
... TU. Anh chong ciing chiu. Rdi cudi tudn nao
Hoi ciing lai tiép tuc "khin goéi 4o trang" dén
chua tung Kinh ni¢m Phat. C)ng x4 cua Hoi chéng
nhirng khong can nhan ma con khuyén khich vo
di nghe phap, ho niém nita cht. Qua that "Tudi
Heo thi¢t 1a c6 phudc!".

Nhitng nam 2007 - 2009 la khoang thoi
gian t0i dau kho nhat. SO 13 sau ca chuc nim cét
luc di cay, danh dum dugc mot $6 tién, to1 quyét
dinh dau tu, choi ching khoan. Thiy thién ha
mua nha, ban nha, ngon an hon nén toi lién nhay
vao thi trudng dia dc - luc d6 dang sbi sung suc.
Nao ngo ... bong bong bé. Mat nha, mat tién, t6i
suy sup hoan toan. Thay vay, Hoi dua t6i quyén
sach "Niém Phat thé nao dé dugc vang sanh?",
bao rang doc di. T6i thd o cim 14y cho c6 1¢. Tinh
cO mot bira no, khi sép xép lai ban lam viéc, vO
tinh dung phai cudn nay, t6i lién mé ra ludt mat
doc so. Nao ngd quyén sach thu hit toi tir trang
dau dén trang cubi. Xép lai trang cudi cling, tim
to1 bung m¢. Thi ra ¢c6 mdt con duong gitp to1
thoat Kho. C4m on em Hoi!

Tir 46 Ngo toi thay d6i han. "Kéo xe" hang
ngay t6i khong con than van. Sang thue day toi lay
Phat, t6i vé t6i niém Phat. Cudi tuan t6i dén chua
nghe phap. Tbi tap bd thi, cing duong. T6i va Hoi
da c6 niém vui chung.

Roi vo chong Hoi mua cin nha méi. Chiéu
24 Tét, Hoi moi ca gia dinh dén choi cho biét
nha. Sau khi din moi ngudi di tham quan mot
vong ngdi nha dep va 4m cung, Hoi mé cua
mot cin phong, gidi thiéu day 1a phong dé niém
Phat. Hoi trang tri ban tho Phat that dep va trang
nghiém, twgng Phat A Di da ¢ chinh gitra, Quan
Thé am va Puc Phat Dugc su ¢ 2 bén. To6i dung
chiém ngudng tuong cua cac Ngai khong chép
mat. Bong nghe tiéng c6 em Théan va chi Dan thi
tham "Ciing mung cho n6. Ma la thiét. Nha minh
ai cling c6 nghé nghiép viing chic, nhung sao sd



ai ciing cuc. Gid rét cudc nhin lai trong gia dinh
khong ai suéng bang con Hoi. Nha cao, cira rong,
chong quy trong thuong yéu, cudc doi hanh phuc.
"Tudi Heo thiét la ¢6 Phude!".

T6i im lang. Nhung trong tham tam, t6i hiéu
Phuéc cua Hoi tir dau ma dén

Phudc khong phai ty nhién sinh ra, cling
khong phai do ong troi ban cho. Phudc lai cang
khong phai do ta may man chao doi vao nim mot
con giap nao d6 (ndm Hoi, nam Thin). Boi néu qua
vay thi ca tram tri€u ngudi sinh vao nam Hoi déu
sung suéng hét hay sao?

T6i quay sang Than va chi Dan "Nhin lai
ma xem, nhitng gi Hoi lam déu 1a nhiing diéu
Phat day: di chua, 1am cong qud, nghe Phap, ni¢ém
Phat, b thi, cung dudng, ho niém, chia sé¢ Kinh
Phép cho em, khuyén Than nhin chong b6t khau
nghiép, khuyén chi Dan phat tim gitp ngudi khd
hon minh. Pay la nhiing vi¢éc mang lgi ich cho
nguoi khac. Khi minh tang cho ai mét thar gi, thi
som hay mudn minh cling s€ nhan lai nhiitng qua
t6t lanh. Hoi vo tu gitp rt nhiéu nguoi, boi vay
nén no6 c6 Phude ...".

Thé 1a tu dung ca nha xim nhau ban bac
vé Phuéc. Cau Ty hoi "Vay 1am gi méi c6 Phudc
nhu chi Hoi ?2". Toi n6i " Thi lam tat ca nhiing gi
nhy Hoi di 1am". Chi Dan thic mac "Thu nhic lai
xem". Hoi cudi " Cé gi dau ne, vi du nhu:

- Bé thi, cang duong, gitip ngudi nghéo,
nguoi kho khan hon minh.

- Xay chua, xay chanh dién dé phat tir c6 noi
tu tap.

- Pac céac tugng Phat (Phat Thich ca, Phat
Duoc su, Phat Quan Am...) dé nhiéu nguoi co thé
dén chiém bai 18 lay.

- Niém Phat, lay Phat, tung kinh, bét tham,
san, si.

- S6ng hoa ddng gitip d& ngudi khac.

- Can trong 10i noi, hanh dong, dimng hai hay
lam ton thuong ai.

M4 t6i, ndy gio dmg mai mé ngam cac tuong
Phat, bdng nhién quay lai, cat tiéng "Nhu M4 gia
yéu 161, néu ma cing dudng duc twong Phat Duoc
su, thi M4 s& c6 phudc duoc strc khoe doi dao phai
khong may con?"

Hoi giai thich: "Phat Duoc su c6 161 nguyén
chita 1anh moi bénh tat khd dau cho chung sanh.
Ngai nguyén gitp ho ting trudng stc khoe vé than
va tam. Ngai nguyén cau cho nhiing ai dang chiu
dau khd vi déi, vi khat s& déu duge cung cép moi
thir can thiét: thic an, d6 uéng va quan 4o, giai
phong ho khoi nhitng ban tam dé ho co thé bat dau
lam lgi ich cho nguoi khac".

Tbi khuyén khich "M4 nén cung dudng duc
tuong Phat Dugc su, va déng thoi Ma cling nén
niém Phat nira. Nhu vay M4 vira duge than khoe
ma tam lai an. MJi thang Ma rang nhin chut tién
cung duong cac chua xay chanh dién, cing duong
tang ni, hay gitp nguoi nghéo. Ba chuc, ndm chuc
dong khong lam M4 nghéo di, nhung M4 s& dugc
phudc bau, khong nhitng doi nay ma khi sang doi
sau, Ma s€ hudng..."

Co6 Than reo 1én "Cho em dong gop nira!"

Cau Ty la to "Em nfra!"

Chi Dan hd héi "Vay ca nha rang lam theo
nhimg diéu Phat day, dé ai ciing c6 Phudc ... nhu
Hoi nha minh!" (Moi ngudi vo tay)
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Ngudc 1én ban tho Phat, toi thdy duong nhu THOI KHOA TUNG NIEM HANG NGAY
cac Ngai dang mim cuoi. \
CHUA HUGNG SEN

Ngoai kia lan gi6é Xuén thoang thoang. Nam o)
cli qua di. Nam méi can ké. Cudc séng la mot chu
ky tudn hoan, nhu vong tron Nhan qua. Gieo hat

5:30 AM: Ho6 Chud a Cong Phu Kh
lanh, hudng trai ngot. O RREEESREE

7:00 AM: Tiéu Thyc

8:00 AM: Chap Tac
PHUOC - N&i cdu mong cta ching ta mdi 11:30 AM: Céng Qua Puong

lan Tét dén Xuan sang.

PHUOC - Niém mo udc ciia moi nguoi.

12:30 PM: Chi Tinh
PHUGC - Loi chic khong thé thiéu trong 2:00 PM: Thirc Chiing

nhitng ngay dau nim moi ) N
3:00 PM: Cong Phu Chiéu

Phudc dén tor Tam. 6:00 PM:

Duoc Thuc
Phudc co tu long thanh. 7:00 PM: Thoi Khoa Tinh Do
Phudc do viéc thién lanh mang lai. 10:AM Chu Nhét Héng Tuan:

Tung Kinh & Ni¢m Phat

7:00 PM ngay 30 va 14 AL hang thang:
Lay sam hoi Hong Danh

Hay song tot, song vi nguoi khac, mang hanh
phuc niém vui dén cho moi ngudi, thi du sinh vao

con giap nao, ban ciing déu s& c6 PHUOC!
Ngudng nguyén Ni ching va Quy Phat Tu
chua Huong Sen ding theo thoi khoa tu hoc.
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DANH SACH QUY AN NHAN CUNG DUCNG &
CHI PHi XAY DUNG TU THANG 9 NAM 2018

CUNG DUONG

USA: Family Tran $45, Thanh Thi Tran
$100, Minh G Phan $50, Thanh Nga Wong $500,
Huy T Phan&Van T Trinh $200, Huong Ngoc
Duong & Tung Duong $100, Chiém Duy Phan &
Doan Nguyen $200, Tony Trong Nguyen $100,
Tony Tran $40, Tinh Phudc $150, Lanchi Nguyen
$250, Vién hong $200, Michelle Thoa Tran $300,
Nhan Thanh Nguyen $500, Huyen Yen Do $50,
Lam Ngoc Tuyét & Tran Ngoc Lan $200, Dieu
V Vo $100, Hoai Trang Thi Le $210, Than Luu
Phuong Nguyen $220, Hoang K Tran $100, Bac
Bén $500, C6 Thiém $100, Ni Su Ha Lién $100,
Ng6 Thi Man $200, Dung V Thai $300, David
Matthews $100, Cathy&Anniecorpration $100,
Minh G Phan $50, Mi Mi $100, Duong Tran
Nguyen $200, Rrrinternational.Group,inc $200,
Vién Hong $1,000, Hanh Tran $50, DS Thi Hién
$100, D6 Thi Oanh $100, Tran Thu hong $100,
David G Margolis $25, My Tu $200, Thanh Nguyen
$300, Luc V Nguyen $50, Vién Bao Hudng $100,
Ky Thi Nguyen $50, Chang N Le $50, Perfect Ten
Nails & spa $500, Tiffany P Duong $50, Khai Q
Trinh $100, David Matthews $100, ChrisTine T
Le $100, Phung Thi Phuc Chi $200, Richard D
Truong $500, Vi K Tran $300, C6 Xuan $100, Luu
My Ha $100, Sonny Thanh Nguyen $400, Hoa
Tran $100, Jona Than E.Ramey $75, JeremyM.
Thom Son $40, Ly Kim Sai $100, Minh Chau
Nhu Nguyen $100, Ly Kim Phwong $200, Dau
Tén $100, Alice Duong Pd Nguyén Phudc $500,
Loving Hut (vegan cuisine) $1,000...=$12,455.00

Canada: Jim Hai Man & Thao Phan $300,
V6 Thi Thanh Tam $50, Tran Thi Diém Trang
$2,200, Vo Ngoc Hanh $100, Hoang Vinh Phan
$500, V& Ngoc Thanh $2,000,Thao Phan $500,Ms
Quan Vi Tran $500, Khanh Le $200, Phat tir
Montreal $2,000, Nguyén Thi Luan $100, Pham

Thanh Long $50, Pang Thi Phuong $50, Duong
Ngoc Nir $50...=$8,600.00

CHI PHi XAY DUNG

Vit liéu xay dung Home Depot dot 1 ngay
9 /3/2018: $2,464.74, dot 2 ngiy 10/20/2018:
$12,300.00, Chi phi xe chuyén hang vé tir VN:
$9,344.00, Chi phi tién tho xay $2,800.00, Thué xe
va ngudi xan dat $1,200, Nguyén Ha mua 2 may in
ban tin cho Chua HS: $1,600.00, Gidy muc in ban
tin $560.00...=$30,468.00

TONG THU CHI

Téng chi phi: $30,458.00

Tong s6 tién cing duong: $21,055.00

Con thiéu ng: - $9,413.00

BAO TRQ BAN TIN HUONG SEN SO 1

Chanh Buc Minh $100, Vién Bao Huong
$50, Sc Vién Tién $50,Sc Vién Chan $50, Sc Vién
Trang $50, Sc Vién An $50, Sc Lién Hiéu $50...
= $400

(S& cap nhat tiép tuc Danh Sach Cung duong
trong Ban tin Phat Ban 2019)
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LETTER OF THE EDITOR

Dear the Most Venerables,
Brothers and Sisters in Dharma,

Huong Sen Temple was established on May
8, 2013 in the semi-desert city of Perris in southern
California. This upcoming May marks the 5th year
anniversary of our opening. At the beginning the
temple had 3.85 acres of land, and a humble, small
house surrounded by remote valley and mountains.
The front gate and back of the temple are two
Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva statues situated under
the shade of red pepper trees. At the center of the front
driveway in a beautiful Zen garden that prominently
displays a white stone statue of the Shakyamuni
Buddha (900 kg heave, 1.2 meter high).

Thanks to the blessing of Triple Gem, at
present the area of the temple has been expanded
to 10 acres. Our next step is to push forward in
developing a comprehensive construction plan to
further spread the teachings of Buddhism to the
surrounding community.

In order to move forward with construction
plans Huong Sen Temple hosted a fundraising
event on September 9th, 2018. We were thrilled
to receive so much encouragement, and the
enthusiastic support of the Sangha and Buddhist
followers. Even though the financial result was
modest, several hundreds of the participants
happily attended to support for the holy cause.
Please see the financial report in the last page of
this activity newsletter.

The temple continues to call and hope
for monetary contributions from all devotees
to continue the construction of the Main Hall of
Worship, the statues of Medicine Buddha and
Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva, and so on.

As the abbess of Huong Sen Temple, we
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English interpreter: Bhikkhuni Vién Quang

hope to continue to receive the active support and
prayers of all Buddhists from far and near. May the
construction and development of Huong Sen Temple
soon to be accomplished for the sake of many.

A small sapling fails to make a big tree

With the combination of three trees, it can
start to build a large forest.

With the kind support of all devotees, we
believe that our small Buddhist local community
work will continue to thrive. To make a donation
please contact us at the above address.

As the wonderful sound of New Year 2019
approaches, we sincerely pray for all monks, nuns,
and Buddhists to be healthy, prosperous, and
achieve holy achievements.

By praying and donating at Spring, we gain
merit in four seasons

By chanting and meditating at New Year, we
are peaceful whole year.

Namo Honored Maitreya Buddha, Head of
Dragon-Flower Assembly,

Soon To Be Born In the World.
Huong Sen Spring, Perris, January 1st 2019



TALK ABOUT THE EARTH PIG IN THE PIG YEAR

We are living in the periodic circle of the
universe; therefore, the circle of four seasons
(spring, summer, fall and winter) or the twelve
Chinese zodiac signs (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit (cat),
dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog
and pig) is always in motion. The 2019 is the year
of pig, so let’s talk about the pig.

Pigs are chubby, cute, and harmless which
are different from the fierce animals such as
snakes, lions and panthers... which are able to
harm human and other animals. According to the
online dictionary, the scientific name of pig is
sus, belonging to the suidae family, translated to
English as pig. Pig is also known as hog, porker,
piglet, boar, sow, etc. and many other proper names
(such as the Old Pig, Méng Cai Pig, Tay Ninh
Pig, Wild Pig, Tu Lai Pig, The Pig, Five Trotters
Pig, Ba Gi0 Pig, Mép Pig, The Snowball Pig, The

Squeller Pig, etc. ...)

Among twelve animals of the Chinese
zodiac, the last three (rooster, dog and pig) are
closer to humans than the others such as rat, ox,
tiger, etc. Thinking of the pig, we often think of
its friendliness, and many traits that naturally
transition into poetry, folk paintings and become
a cultural symbol.

In everyday Vietnamese language, pig is
often mentioned. For instance, “fat like a pig”,

“stupid like a pig”, sleep like

2 (13 2 (13

a pig”, “happy like a pig”, “dirty like a pig”...
In general, the pig-related words refer to those

bE AN 1Y

lazy like a pig”,

who have nothing to do, have not used their

English Interpreter: Chanh Birc Minh

brains, have no stress; yet they are phlegmatic,
good looking, enjoyable and have easy lives.
Biologically, pigs are not stupid but are smart,
obedient and friendly.

The pig has the closest relationship
with human not only in Asian culture but also
Europeans. To Vietnamese and Chinese people,
the pig is humanized to the character Tru Bat Gi6i
in the fiction of “Journey to the West”. To the
people of Southeast Asian islands, besides serving
as food, the pig is a symbol of wealth.

According to Vietnamese and Asian
cultures, the pig symbolizes wealth, prosperity,
comfort, and good luck; hence, the artists are
casting the golden pig statues, making calendars
with images of the pigs, piggy bank to save
money, folk paintings of the pigs celebrating the
new year with wishes with good luck, a crowded
and harmonious family, a sense of growing and

enriching happiness and wealth. The pig is also
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a symbol of sacrificial rituals used in betrothal
gifts in weddings, memorial services, service of
expressing one’s gratitude when being successful
in business, giving birth to a baby, offering to the
gods, or at a grand opening service of the new
business, etc.

In the Pacific Peninsular, the Kapia Pig is
used for sacrificial rituals because it is believed
of having a soul. In the ancient Europe, a pig
is a favorite animal of Demeter (Goddess of
Productivity in Egyptian legends); therefore,
women often purchased the golden-copper plated
pigs and kept them in their house or room hoping
to have “a sacred child”. The Indian-American
considers a pig is a representation for prosperity
and good luck. In Germany, having pig meat
on Christmas serves to prevent ghosts, brings
prosperity and wealth for a new year.

In the United States, the image of the pig
is also used for a sport team. The sport team of
Ankarsas University was named as Sus Scrofa
(Con Logi Loi) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Domestic_pig) or the Wild Pig Team, the soccer
team of 12 boys was stuck 18 days in Tham Luang,
Chiang Rai province of Northern Thailand, which
has got the attention of the world recently due to
their dramatic rescue.

To Vietnamese children, the piggy bank is
as a close friend. Since they were young, they
were taught to save coins into their piggy banks-
-brightly decorated in golden, silver or orange-
brown colors--by their parents and grandparents.
Many managed to save a substantial amount of
money! This practice in being frugal and patience
is a simple lesson for children, helping them to
learn the lesson of charity by offering their savings
to temple, as well as nurture their good heart.
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Pig is one of the animals of the twelve
Chinese zodiac signs, which is friendly and close
to human beings. It enjoys a good life which only
cares for eating and sleeping and being generally
free from all sorts of worries. The pig is carefree,
happy-go-lucky, chubby for prosperity, plump
for flourishing, good luck and fortune; hence, the
year of pig will bring happiness, fortune, ideal
for gathering wealth, and everyone will enjoy a
comfortable year both materially and spiritually.
The twelve animals of the Asian zodiac is
continually cycling. This year is about to end and
a new year is coming. The pig is lingering in front
of our doors.

Wishing everyone to continue living in
happiness and freedom, in happy-go-lucky fashion,
and in comfort everyday like the pigs.

Wishing your families a blessed New Year
full of health, prosperity, love, and generosity!

Happy New Year 2019, The Pig Year to all
of you, and your families!



THE HUONG SEN TEMPLE IN PERRIS DESERT

Have you ever dreamed of having a place
to relax and enjoy the peaceful and meditative
environment of nature after a long day of work
and stress of study. The Huong Sen Temple is
such a place for you. The temple is located on
a 10-hectare site in the semi-desert of Perris,
Riverside, California. There are many sand hills
around the temple to create this peaceful refuge
from modern hectic life.

This temple has existed for five years. It is
located in a remote and sparsely populated region,
but the scenery is beautiful and peaceful. There are
the white stone Buddha statues under the shades of
red pepper trees to bring the great compassion and
beauty to everyone who come to pray and admire
them. Though it is located in a rural area, not many
visitors visit temple compared to one that’s located
in a larger town. Nevertheless it is worthy place
for all disciples of all levels to visit, pray and learn
Buddhism. Currently the temple does not have
adequate facilities to meet the need of community,
or host a full calendar year of Buddhist holidays/
festivals. Currently there are plans to build the
main hall for scripture recitation, a lecture room, a
meditation area, and so on. We hope to create more
space to serve the spiritual need of the surrounding
community, and to bring the teachings of Buddha
to everyone.

Moreover, Huong Sen Buddhist Temple
also needs a nunnery and the visitor rooms for the
clergy and lay Buddhists to stay during the retreats,
rituals, and labor contributions. It would also be
wonderful if we can add large Buddha statues,
such as the Medicine Buddha and Avalokiteshvara
Boddhisattva, and other saint images in the Zen
garden to bring the sacred blessings and peace to
those who enter the front gate to pray and meditate.

Bhikkhuni Lién Hiéu

The mission of Huong Sen Buddhist Temple is to
spread the compassion and wisdom of Buddhism
to all people worldwide in general and to Cali
residents in particular.

With the financial support and sincere
prayers of devotees for the construction plan, we
think Huong Sen Temple has the potential to be an
accommodating, beautiful, and solemn sanctuary
in the desert of Perris, California.

May the Buddha bless all Buddhists be
happy, success, and be firm with their bodhicitta
(Buddha mind) in preserve Triple Gems,
especially the Vietnamese-American Temple to
present in the world.

Namo Amitabha Buddha.
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A VIETNAMESE LETTER "AN"
(PEAGE)

When the mind is no longer anxious, instead
feeling happy; it’s called COMFORT

When our mind is not shaken by the
defilements of life; it’s called PEACE

When we could have a simple smile at our
lips; it’s called JOYFULNESS

When we focus on a practice; it’s called
MINDFULNESS

When our mind is no longer a little agitated;
it’s called TRANQUILNESS

When we feeling isolated; it’s called

DETACHMENT
When we feel light inside; it’s called CALM

When the mind is no longer concerned
about the past, the present, or the future; it’s called
STILLNESS

When we are no longer afraid of anything;
it’s called FEARLESSNESS

When we are content with whatever we
have; it’s called CONTENTMENT

When we feel protected; it’s called SAFETY

When we live in harmony with everyone
around us; it’s called HARMONY

When we enjoy at our tranquil place; it’s
called THE BLISSFUL ABIDE

(English Interpreter from Internet: Hoai An)

; 22/ Bantinsd 1

THE SPRING OF BUDDHA MIND

(Poet: Thich Nir Gi¢i Huong,

English Interpreter: Hoai An)

CHUA - Temple is still forever stood

HUONG - Fragrance smells far over three
thousand universes

SEN - Lotus buds are cherishly nurtured
CHUC - Wish us to be Buddhas

MUNG - Greeting the Buddhist liberation
XUAN - Spring comes, our minds blossom.
The Bodhisattva virtues we practice

The compassionate seeds we sow

Yellow Mai flowers display their beauty

When the sacred sounds of bell begins to
resonate

At New Year Eve time, the Maitreya Buddha
Day comes

Welcome the spring of Buddha mind.



DONATION FOR CASTING
THE 10 METTER HIGH MEDICINE BUDDHA STATUE

Dear All the Most Venerables,
Brothers and Sisters in Dharma,

The Medicine Buddha has the twelve vows
to release the suffering from the body and mind of
all sentient beings. Those who hears his name and
pay homage to him can eliminate their diseases.

The Seventh Vow: Whenever later I win the
supreme wisdom, those who suffer from serious
sickness, without anyone to help, nor one to rely on,
nor doctor, nor medicine, nor relatives, nor home,
once they hear my name passing through their
hearing, the disease will disappear; their body and
mind will be peaceful; their houses, relatives and
furniture will be fully reappeared, and finally they
can practice the realization of the ultimate wisdom.

The Sixth Vow: Whenever later I win
the supreme wisdom, those whose bodies are
inferior, senses are lack, feet are twisted, and
hand are shrinkage; they are ugly, ignorant, blind,
deaf, mad, and other misery, once they hear my
name passing through their earing, they become
intelligent and beautiful with the fullness of organs
and all sickness dissolves finally.

The 10-acre Huong Sen Temple is located in
the semi-hot desert region of Southern California.
Strongly believing in the inspiration of the Medicine
Buddha who possesses the infinite compassion,
will inspire the benefit for many sentient beings,
the resident nuns and Buddhist followers eagerly
dream to have an opening Medicine Buddha
Statue to worship and meet the spiritual needs for
the Buddhist community in the United States.

The cost to cast the statue is eestimated
around over $ 100,000.00 (one hundred thousand

dollars) not including the county permission,
transportation and the constructional American
company.

Constructing the pagodas and offering the
Buddha statues are the measureless sacred merit for
ourselves and our families in many lives because
we create the favorable spiritual conditions in
order that people can come to temple, pray at the
Buddha statue and learn Buddhism (doing good,
avoiding evil, and keeping the mind pure). This is
the good cause to eliminate the misery from human
body and mind and develop a wealthy, peaceful
and happy society.

All donations to the Medicine Buddha statue,
please write on the check: Huong Sen Buddhist
Temple. Memo: Casting the Medicine Buddha. We
will send a receipt at your address to claim a tax
exemption with the ID: 37-1605292. This is one of
the merits for yourself and your descendants later:

“Food will be ended; cloth will be worn but
the merit

from your donation for the temple will
remain long after.”

Last but not least, on behalf of Huong Sen
Temple, we are acknowledge for your generousness
and return this merit of your donations to the
Buddha in ten directions and the Medicine Buddha
to prove and bless for all you and your family who
gain the immeasurable merit and peace.

Namo Honored Medicine Buddha, the Great
Head of Pure Eastern Land Assembly.

Huong Sen Temple, Perris, January 1st 2019
Abbess: Venerable Thich Nir Gi¢i Hwong
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THE VIRTUOUS FLOWERS
AT HUONG SEN BUDDHIST TEMPLE

The scorching sun of California summer
is no longer the warm sunlight either of a song
or a poetic piece. Day by day, the sunshine of
California is unbearable. One day, a white catholic
American lady, the owner of the land right behind
the Temple, came to see Master Gidi Huong and
offered her wish to sell that land for the Temple so
that the Temple could be expanded. The Abbess
was so happy, yet honestly told her that the abbess
was unable to afford it. Time went by, that land
finally belonged to Huong Sen Buddhist Temple
which expanded the Temple from 3 humble acres
to be 10 vast acres. Altogether the acquired land
forms a beautiful and harmonious rectangular
block for the Temple to rest on.

How is it possible to let the beautiful
land remain blank and remote? That’s why the
Abbess, who has an enthusiastic heart, has taken
propagation of Buddhism as her priority. With this
enthusiastic spirit, she called for the establishment
of the Constructive Planning Commission. This
Commission has helped the Abbess to plan for the
building of the Main Hall of the Temple, serving
as a praying place for the masses. All members of
Huong Sen Buddhist Temple were then called for
gather together to organize a fundraising event to
meet the need. As we have known, this will not
be an easy task. For such an event, a meticulous
preparation was needed. We had to think of where
and how to make it happen, what kind of foods
we would serve the guest monks, nuns and lay
devotees, etc. However, all was set in a month.
The fundraising event was successful beyond our
wildest expectations. The guests who attended
were beyond the number that the restaurant could
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English Interpreter: Bhikkhuni Nguyén Hiéu

be served. Even though the funds that we have
received from the fundraising event were not much,
we received much more in the form of sincere
support from people of all class and religion.

With such a humble fund, the Abbess,
the Commission and resident nuns of Huong
Sen Buddhist Temple have decided to set the
constructive plan in motion several days after the
fundraising event with the “innocent and sacred”
faith that the Buddha blesses to have an everlasting
Buddhist monument for California in particular
and for the United State of America in general.

Together with the Abbess, all the nuns
residing at Huong Sen Buddhist Temple have
worked very hard every day under the challenges
of the weather of this region, especially the heat of
the semi-desert during the summer season. What
an immeasurable role model! After few months,
a wild and uneven land has turned to be a flat
Zen garden promising of a solemn monastery in
the future as the wish of the Abbess and all the
nuns here. Then bricks, stones, cement and other
building materials have purchased from the local
Home Depot and shipped to the Temple. (We are
allowed to purchase them first and pay later within
six months.) The Abbess and the talent Architect,
Mr. Phat, sat down and sketched out the constructive
drawing of the future Huong Sen Buddhist Temple
with the curved roofs surrounded by the green
canopy. May the Buddhas, Boddhisattvas, Dharma
Protectors, the Earthly and Heavenly Beings bless
this sacred project to be present for the sake of
community here as the wish of the Abbess and
members of Huong Sen Buddhist Temple.
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The writer of this article believes the project
would have been done sooner or later under
the wonderful blessing of the Triple Gems, the
dedication and commitment of the nuns here who
have a simple and noble lifestyle, and dedicate their
lives to pray (4 times a day), to teach and propagate
Dharma to this distant area, to build a sacred site
for spiritual practices, and the contribution and
supports of all fellow-countrymen. In the harmony
of the same holy ideal, we are striving together
to build “A Buddha House” for the Buddha,
Bodhisattvas, clergy, the Buddhist followers,
community and so on. Above all, we have admired
the Abbess and her nun disciples, who are women
but nevertheless, do the work of strong men, who
are brave enough to come to this remote semi-
desert to build a Buddhist Temple and propagate
the Dharma. What an honorable sacrifice! What a
selfless and noble serving spirit which is rare in
this world!

—

With such a holy motive, in the future, there
will be a solemn Buddhist temple in the semi-
desert of the neglected Perris City, California,
as the dream of all Buddhists, from which the
Honorable Buddha will be worshipped and his
path of happiness will be spread to the world. The
history of Vietnamese-American Buddhism will
record the wonderful merits of “virtuous flowers”
from Huong Sen Buddhist Temple to all Buddhists
near and wide.

May this merit be transferred to all beings!

May all sentient beings attain Buddhahood!

TET COUPLETS

Less anger, less blaming others
Happy New Year! Life is as full of joy as Tét.
More laughter, more caring

Welcome Tét! Live your life as the Spring - forever
young!

(The Most Venerable Hai Triéu Am)
HUMOROUS STORIES
1/ Words & Actions Don’t Match

After a girl confessed her love to a young
man, he is nowhere to be found. There’s only an
email sent to her, written in hastiness. It said:

- You said you loved nature, plants, flowers
...but you showed no mercy when you picked
flowers in a Zen garden.

- You said you loved animals and vowed not
to kill living things but I saw you cut chicken /
duck’s throat and you even ate dog meat.

- Then, you said you love me and wished we
would become engaged the coming Tét...???

2/ The Way To Live A “Normal” Life
My Dear Master,

- Would you please explain to me the way to
live diligently following Buddha’s teachings?

- It’s very simple:

When you feel hungry - you eat.

When you feel sleepy- you get ready for bed.
- But, isn’t it the way people normally doing?

- No, not really! Most people don’t do it so.
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When they’re eating their mind is filled with
endless thoughts and wishes.

And when they sleep, they sleep mired with
worries.

The lesson here is most of the time people
are absorbed with daily worries and don’t stay and
cherish the present moment!

3/ A Wish
A loving couple went to a Tét Fair.

The girl had an urge to buy the merchandise
she saw on display, especially at the jewelry stand.

However, the young man was busy watching
people passing by and didn’t bother to ask her if
she wanted to buy anything.

The girl, then, was pulling his hand and said:
- “It would be much better if I were a man.”

“For what sweetheart?” the young man
asked.

- “So, whenever I go to Tét Fair, I’ll buy a
couple of beautiful outfits to gift my lover. She
would be very happy for sure.”

(English Interpreter from Internet: Thién Chiéu)
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HAPPY THE PIG YEAR 2019!

Less anger, less blaming others
Happy New Year! Life is as full of joy as Tét.
More laughter, more caring

Welcome Tét! Live your life as the Spring -
forever young!

(The Most Venerable Hai Triéu Am)

Paying homage to all Venerable monks
and nuns and wishing you a new year with good
health, may your missions of compassion, loving
kindness, joy and equanimity be fulfilled. Wishing
all the Buddhist fellows everywhere a Spring with:

New year brings lots of luck
Spring comes with the peace and long-life.

Namo Honored Maitreya Buddha, the Great
Head of Dragon-Flower Assembly, Soon To Be
Born In The World.




SGHEDULE OF THE NEW YEAR
AND THE FIRST FULL MOON FESTIVAL - 2018

NEW YEAR EVE SERVICE
(Monday, February 04, 2019 at 12:00 AM — 30/12 Lunar Calendar)

Chanting the Maitreya Sutra, Meditating, Praying, Wishing for the
New Year and Giving of the New Year good luck money.

DAY 1 OF THE NEW YEAR (Tuesday, February 05, 2019 — 1/1
Lunar Calendar)

Chanting the Maitreya Sutra and Medicine Buddha Sutra
Dharma Talk for the New Year

Giving New Year’s Wishes and Gifts

Having vegetarian lunch with the nuns

RECITING THE MEDICINE BUDDHA SUTRA TO PRAY
FOR HEALTH (2 Weeks)

From the first day of the New Year (February 05-16, 2019), starting
at 10 am every day.

ONE DAY RETREAT
(Saturday, February 16, 2019 — 1/12/2019 Lunar Calendar)

One-day Retreat from 8:00 AM -8:00 PM (includes a separate
schedule, please call in advance to make reservations, so that the temple
can arrange boarding and transportation).

THE FIRST FULL MOON FESTIVAL SERVICE

(Sunday, February 17, 2019 — 1/13/2019 Lunar Calendar)

9:00 AM: Ordination service for the laity (please register in advance)
10:00 AM: Dharma Talk for the New Year

11 :00 PM: Chanting and Praying

Offering the Petitions for goodness at the beginning of the year
(Please send your names and your information before the day of service)
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DOES THE PIG AGE HAVE MUGH MERIT

In the twelve signs of the zodiac, my big
family occupied more than half of them. We
believe that we can have a hard or happy life due
to which zodiac animal that we belong to. My
father, Mr. Dau (with a rooster age — Quy Dau),
had a lifetime of hardship; every day he must wake
up from the early morning to work. My mother —
Mrs. Tuét (with a dog age-Giap Tuét), must be
very economical to earn and raise my five siblings.
The eldest sister — Mrs. Nham (with a Tiger age)
got married late and had a harder time raising her
young children at her older age. My next younger
sister — Mrs. Than (with a monkey age -Mau
Than) is well-off with money, but does not have
a harmonious relationship with her husband. My
youngest brother — Mrs. Ty (with a snake age -
Nham Ty), hold an engineering degree, but he
couldn’t find a stable job and had to transfer from
one company to the other.

If you ask which zodiac animal is the hardest
working? It is mine--the author of this article--with
a horse zodiac age (Binh Ngo). I was born at 8:00
am, the time a horse leaves cage and starts a long
day toiling in the fields. So my life had not been
leisurely. When I was young I worked and studied
hard. After graduating, I went to work at 2-3 jobs. I
have money in the pocket, but it required constant
hard work and saving.

However, there’s an upside because there’s a
happy zodiac sign. My younger sister has this sign,
Ms. Hoi (with a pig age -Tan Hoi). All day Ms.
Hoi does nothing, just eats and drinks, then goes
out for sight-seeing. Since she was born in the year
of the pig, she is happy and lives a leisurely life.
From a child to mature age, she was able to eat and
attended school regularly, and had time to hang out
with friends without worry. She was not good at
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academics, so when she grew up, she did not have
a stable career to be able to support her like other
siblings. In our home, my mother babied her the
most because her other children have graduated
from college, have a professional career, and left
the house.

Ms. Hoi also goes to work, but she earns a
very modest living. My mother loves her as she is
the youngest daughter, and often requests her to
visit: “You live with me. I feed you.” Since then,
she has more time to go to pagoda to chant and
do the temple service. She is very enthusiastic
and devoted practitioner. Any temple that has a
ceremony, the Buddha Birthday or the Vu Lan Day,
she attends right there to help in the kitchen by
cooking, washing dishes, basically whatever tasks
needed to be done. Every New Year celebration or
rites, she is a volunteer to go to temples to help
in decoration and other work. Our family told one
another that “With the pig’s age, she is blessed and
merit!”

Several times she invited us to listen to the
dharma from some monks. Mr. Ty (with a mouse
age) frowned: “Who’s free like you to go?” Then
she adds that “Is there anyone would like to make
offerings, I (Ms. Hoi with a pig age) offer my part,
and am ready to help you to offer too.” Ms. Dan
(with a Tiger age) is not happy and questioned her:
“How do you have money to donate? You cannot
afford your lifestyle, how do you have money to
offer?” She laughs: “I have a small amount, so I
offer a small amount.”

I heard later that Ms. Hoi had also joined
a Buddhist Association. Every evening, I see her
going to temple to recite and complete Buddhist
affairs with her group. At this time, she worked
part time as a cashier in a shop, so she can have



more time to do temple work. If a practitioner is
about to pass away, she finds a reason to leave
work early in order to have time to recite for the
dying patient at the hospital. When her siblings
heard about this we often made fun of her. My
mother would yell at her: “You bring the virus
home from hospital and spread germs at my
home.” Mrs. Than (a Monkey age) suggested
that “You should go to school to learn a career
to make you busy.” However, she just sits there
silently without reacting.

At that time, Mrs.Than (a Monkey age) was
fight with her husband so much that she demanded
a divorce petition. Ms. Hoi sincerely whispers to
Mrs. Than that: “Just calm down please for the
sake of family”.

For a time, Mrs. Dan (with an ox age) and her
husband are jobless. Therefore, she is economic
with her expenses. One day, Ms. Hoi invited
Mrs. Dan (a Tiger age) to help the poor people
in Vietnam. She replied back quickly: “I have no
money to help.” So, Ms. Hoi gave her a moral
lecture: “Due to poverty, you must donate and
share whatever you have, even if it’s only a little,
in order to change your bad karma on finance.”

Then during beautiful day, Ms. Hoi
announced to the whole family: “I will get
married.” We were surprised, but it was true. Ms.
Hoi took her beau, who had a stable career, to meet
us. The pair had met at a retreat in the temple. Of
course! Everyone in family agreed. We felt more
released because from now on there is a man to
take care her, instead of having her continue to rely
on family.

On the wedding day, everybody was happy
for her: “With a pig age, you are really blessed!”
After she married, she announced that they will
not to have children, because she and her husband
want to have time to practice Buddhism. Every
weekend Mrs. Hoi is busy for temple service. Her
husband does not complain but also encouraged

her to often listen to dharma. Indeed, “Pig age is
blessed”.

During the year 2007-2009, it was the most
painful period for me. After ten years of hard work,
saving some money, I (Ms. Ngo with a Horse age)
decided to invest and play stockbroking. Thanks
to a good market, many people can buy and
sell houses with a lot of profit. However when
I engaged in it, I unfortunately lost my house
and money. I collapsed completely. In that bad
situation, Mrs. Hog1 gave me a book “How to recite
the Buddha Name to be reborn in Blissful Land?”
I kept it without intertered it much. Incidentally,
when [ rearranged my desk, I accidentally found
this book. I immediately read it. Surprisingly, the
book held my attention from the first to the last
page. Turning the last page, my insight is opened
for the first time. There is a way to transfer my
suffering. Thank you Mrs. Hoi!

Since that time, I, Ms. Ngo (Horse),
changed completely. Every day I no longer
complained about my bad karma. Every morning,
after waking up I read aloud the Amitabha
Buddha’s name. After work, in the evening, I
recited Buddha Sutra and on the weekend I go
to the temple do chants, listen Dharma. Mrs. Hoi
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and I have found the same delight participating
in Buddhist affairs.

Then the couple (Mrs. Hoi and her husband)
bought a new house. They invited the whole family
to come to her house. After showing their beautiful
and warm home, Mrs. Hoi opened a room. Wow!
The wonderful worship room! The decoration of
the altar is so beautiful and solemn, the Amitabha
Buddha is in the middle, Avalokiteshvara
Bodhisattva and the Medicine Buddha are on
both sides. I admire their tranquilling statues
without blinking. Suddenly, she heard the words
of Mrs. Than and Mrs. Dan whispered, “Well,
congratulations for her!” Strangely, our siblings
all have solid jobs, but why are we not happy like
her? She managed not to have a career but is so
carefree. She had a luxurious house, her husband’s
precious love, a happy life, and everything she
wanted. “Pig age is really blessed!”

I (Ms. Ngo, a horse age) keep silent, but in
my heart I understood the merit from where Mrs.
Hoi has achieved her peace...

The merit came neither naturally nor was
granted from the heaven above. Merit is not due
to luck from being born in the year of a certain
zodiac sign (Pig Year or Dragon Year). If so, then
hundreds of millions of people was born in the year
of the Pig are all happy? How it is that simple?

Turning back to Mrs. Than and Mrs. Dan,
I said: “Look back what Mrs. Hoi has done; she
followed the Buddha’s teachings by going to the
temple, doing community service, listening to
Dharma, reciting Sutra, advising siblings to avoid
conflicts, and doing charity. This is the benefit to
other people. When we give someone something,
sooner or later we will also receive the rewards.
Mrs. Hoi has helped so many people, so she earned
the merit... *.

Then suddenly whole family turned to
discuss the hot topic of Buddhist merit. “So what
we will do to gain merit as Mrs. Hgi?” Mr. Ty
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(a Mouse age) asked. 1 (Ms. Ngo, with a Horse
age) replied: “Do whatever good that Mrs. Hoi has
done.” Ms.Tiger (Dan) asked: “Repeat please.”
Mrs. Hoi laughed: “There are following:

- Giving, offering, helping the poor and
people who are less fortunate than us.

- Build a pagoda and a bell hall to serve
community.

- Cast the Buddha statues (Shakyamuni
Buddha, Medicine Buddha, Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva, and so on...) in order that people can
come to worship.

- Recite Sutra, pray, read the Buddha name
aloud to reduce greed, anger and ignorance.

- Live harmoniously to help others.

- Being careful with our words, our actions,
and our ideas so no harm or hurt will be thrust
upon others.

My mother who was standing to admire the
Buddha statues, suddenly turned around and said:
“I was so old and weak, if I donate the statue of
Medicine Buddha, I will be blessed with good
health, am not I?”

Mrs. Hoi explained that “The Medicine
Buddha has a vow to heal all illnesses and
sufferings of the living, and he vowed to help
them to improve the health of the body and mind.
They are provided with everything they need, such
as food, drink and clothing, freeing them from
defilements, so they can begin to benefit others. *

I (Ms. Ngo, a Horse age) encouraged that
“Mom If you donates to cast the Buddha Medicine,
and at the same time Mom recites the Buddha
Names, your body and mind will be fine. Every
month, Mom saved money to offer to monks
and nuns to build temple or help the poor. The
donations of $30, $50... did not make Mom poor,
but as a result Mom will have merit, not only this
life but in the next lives, Mom will enjoy ...



Ms. Than (a Monkey age) applauded, “Here
is money. Please accept my donation!”

Mr. Ty (a Mouse age) also shouted happily,
“Me too!”

Mrs. Dan (A Tier age) said excitedly, “So
everyone in our family will try to do what the
Buddha teaches so that we will gain merit and be
blessed like Mrs. Hoi!” (Everyone clapped).

Looking up at the altar of Buddhas, I feel
like they are smiling down on us.

Beyond the door, the spring breeze by. The
old year passed and the New Year approaches. Life
is a periodic cycle such as the circle of cause and
effect. By sowing the good seed we gain a sweet
fruit in return.

Merit- The dream is for everyone.

Merit- Our prayer for every time spring and
New Year coming.

Merit- The greetings must be in the New Year.
Merit comes from the mind.
Merit arrives from the devotion.

Merit presents from the good deeds.

Living well, sacrifices for others; bring
happiness to everyone, even if born into any
zodiac, you will also be blessed!

DAILY SCHEDULE IN
HUONG SEN TEMPLE

5:30AM: Bell Ritual and the Morning
Chanting

7:00 AM: Breakfast

8 AM: Labor + Class

11:30 AM: Lunch

12:30 PM: Take a nap

2:00 PM: Wake up

3:00 PM: The Afternoon Chanting
6 PM: Dinner

7 PM: The Evening Chanting

10 AM Every Sunday: Chanting and
Read Amitabha Buddha Name

7PM 30th and 14th Day each month in
lunar year: the Confessing Ceremony (Lay
Sam Héi Hong Danh).

All Nuns & Buddhists please follow
the timetable on time.
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DONATIONS

USA: Family Tran $45, Thanh Thi Tran
$100, Minh G Phan $50, Thanh Nga Wong $500,
Huy T Phan&Van T Trinh $200, Huong Ngoc
Duong & Tung Duong $100, Chiém Duy Phan &
Doan Nguyen $200, Tony Trong Nguyen $100,
Tony Tran $40, Tinh Phudc $150, Lanchi Nguyen
$250, Vién hong $200, Michelle Thoa Tran $300,
Nhan Thanh Nguyen $500, Huyen Yen Do $50,
Lam Ngoc Tuyét & Tran Ngoc Lan $200, Dieu
V Vo $100, Hoai Trang Thi Le $210, Than Luu
Phuong Nguyen $220, Hoang K Tran $100, Bac
Bén $500, C6 Thiém $100, Ni Su Ha Lién $100,
Ng6 Thi Man $200, Dung V Thai $300, David
Matthews $100, Cathy&Anniecorpration $100,
Minh G Phan $50, Mi Mi $100, Duong Tran
Nguyen $200, Rrrinternational.Group,inc $200,
Vién Hong $1,000, Hanh Tran $50, DS Thi Hién
$100, DS Thi Oanh $100, Tran Thu hoéng $100,
David G Margolis $25, My Tu $200, Thanh Nguyen
$300, Luc V Nguyen $50, Vién Bao Hudng $100,
Ky Thi Nguyen $50, Chang N Le $50, Perfect Ten
Nails & spa $500, Tiffany P Duong $50, Khai Q
Trinh $100, David Matthews $100, ChrisTine T
Le $100, Phung Thi Phuc Chi $200, Richard D
Truong $500, Vi K Tran $300, C6 Xuan $100, Luu
My Ha $100, Sonny Thanh Nguyen $400, Hoa
Tran $100, Jona Than E.Ramey $75, JeremyM.
Thom Son $40, Ly Kim Sai $100, Minh Chau
Nhu Nguyen $100, Ly Kim Phwong $200, Dau
Tén $100, Alice Duong Pd Nguyén Phude $500,
Loving Hut (vegan cuisine) $1,000...=$12,455.00

Canada: Jim Hai Man & Thao Phan $300,
Vo Thi Thanh Tam $50, Tran Thi Diém Trang
$2,200, V6 Ngoc Hanh $100, Hoang Vinh Phan
$500, V6 Ngoc Thanh $2,000,Thao Phan $500,Ms
Quan Vi Tran $500, Khanh Le $200, Phat tir
Montreal $2,000, Nguyén Thi Luan $100, Pham
Thanh Long $50, Bang Thi Phuong $50, Duong
Ngoc N $50...=$8,600.00
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BUILDING EXPENSES

Vit liéu xay dung Home Depot dot 1 ngay
9 /3/2018: $2,464.74, dot 2 ngay 10/20/2018:
$12,300.00, Chi phi xe chuyén hang vé tir VN:
$9,344.00, Chi phi tién tho xay $2,800.00, Thué xe
va ngudi xan dat $1,200, Nguyén Ha mua 2 may in
ban tin cho Chuia HS: $1,600.00, Gidy muc in ban
tin $560.00...=$30,468.00

COSTS BREAKDOWN
Expense: $30,458.00
Donations: $21,055.00
Debt: - $9,413.00

PATRONS for the
NEWSLETTER, SPRING # 1

Chanh Btrc Minh $100, Vién Bao Huong $50,
Sc Vién Tién $50,Sc Vién Chan $50, Sc Vién Trang
$50, Sc Vién An $50, Sc Lién Hiéu $50... = $400
(The next donations will be listed in the Buddha
Birthday Newsletter 2019).

HUONG SEN



